














Efter resultatet af undersøgelserne kan man slutte følgende: 
Det ganske usædvanligt velbevarede lig har på grund af den særlige beskaf­

fenhed af jordbunden, hvori det har ligget, gennemgået en konserveringsproces, 
som nærmest gør indtryk af at være en garvning. Denne har gjort huden fast 
og modstandsdygtig og har i høj grad modvirket de forskellige, normalt hurtigt 
efter døden indtrædende opløsningsprocesser. Dog har de indvendige bløde 
organer ikke kunnet bevares. Samtidig har knoglerne været udsat for en afkalk­
ningsproces, hvorved de er blevet bløde og har kunnet bøjes og fladtrykkes, hvad 
der bl. a. har været tilfældet med hovedets knogler. 

Knoglebygningen og hårets forhold gør det overvejende sandsynligt, at det 
drejer sig om en mand, og tændernes forhold tyder på, at det har drejet sig 
om et individ noget op i årene. 

Der er på forsiden af halsen fundet en stor defekt strækkende sig fra det 
ene Øre til det andet. Den ligger ret højt oppe på halsen, randene er temmelig 
glatte, men nederste sårrand har et hak på midten. I sårbunden er svælget bredt 
åbent, og der er en gabende spalte mellem 3. og 4. halshvirvel. 

Denne defekt må sikkert opfattes som en snitlæsion, formentlig frembragt 
ved flere snit af en anden person. Defektens retning og øvrige udseende tyder 
mod, at det skulle dreje sig om en selvlæsion eller en tilfældig læsion opstået 
efter døden. 

De øvrige læsioner, således bruddene af venstre lårben og skinneben, nogle 
forskellige defekter i ansigtet og den omtalte fladtrykning af hovedet, må antages 
opstået efter døden. 

Tegn på sygdom har ikke kunnet påvises. 
Den mikroskopiske undersøgelse har ikke givet nogen oplysninger. 
Hårundersøgelsen tyder på, at personen har været mørkhåret. Den rødlige 

farve skyldes antagelig ligets henliggen i mosejord, således som det er observeret 
ved flere tidligere fund af moselig. 

SUMMARY 

Pathological-anatomical and Forensic-medicinal lnvestigation o/ the Peat-bog Body 
from Grauballe. 

[The article opens with a detailed forensic-medicinal description of the exact condition of 
the body in its original position (taken 12th May 1952) and when turned onto its back (taken 
21st May 1952), followed by a detailed description of the interior of the body after opening. 
The skull was not opened out of consideration for future museum exhibition. After these 
descriptions follow the conclusions, which are here translated in full.] 

As a result of these investigations the following conclusions can be reached: 
This most unusually well preserved body has, as a result of the particular composition of 

the earth in which it has lain, undergone a process of conservation which appears to resemble 
most closely a tanning. This has made the skin firm and resistant and has to a high degree 
counteracted the various processes of decay which normally commence soon after death. The 
soft inner organs have, however, not been able to survive, and at the same time the bones 
have been subjected to a decalcifying process which has left them soft and capable of being 
hent and flattened, as has happened, inter alia, with the bones of the head. 

136 



The bone structure and the state of the hair make it very highly probable that the subject 
is an adult male, and the condition of the teeth suggests that he was an individual of somewhat 

advanced age. 
On the front of the neck was found a large wound stretching from ear to ear. It lies fairly 

high up on the throat, and the edges are moderately smooth though the lower edge of the 

wound shows a cut in the centre. In the interior of the wound the gullet gapes wide open, 

and there is a wide gap between the 3rd and 4th vertebrae of the neck. 

This wound may with certainty be interpreted as an incised lesion, probably caused by 
several cuts inflicted by a second person. The direction of the wound and its general appearance 

makes it unlikely that it could be self-inflicted or accidentally inflicted after death. 
The other lesions, comprising breakages of the left thigh-bone and shine-bone, various wounds 

in the face, and the flattening of the head already remarked, may be assumed to have taken 
place after death. 

No sign of disease could be detected. 
The microscopic investigation has added no material facts to our information. 
The investigation of the hair suggests that the subject was dark-haired. The reddish color­

'1ltion is presumably accounted for by the body having lain in peat, and has been observed in 

the case of several other discoveries of peat-bog bodies. 

Willy Mztnck. 
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